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1.2. Bismuth Market Overview 

 

World mine production of bismuth in 2011 was estimated to be 000 metric tons of bismuth 

content, a 4.5% decrease from that in 2010.  

World refinery production in 2011 increased to 000 metric tons of bismuth content. 

 

Table 1. World production of bismuth, 2006-2011 (metric tons of bismuth con-
tent) 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Mine       

Refinery       

 

Figure 1. Trend of world bismuth production, 2006-2011 (metric tons of bis-
muth content) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2. World mine production of bismuth, 2010-2011 (metric tons of bis-

muth content) 

Country 2010 2011 

Bolivia   

Canada   

China   

Kazakhstan   

Mexico   

Peru   

Other countries   

 World total (rounded)   

 

Figure 2. Structure of mine production of bismuth, by country, 2011 
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In 2011 China was the world’s leading producer of mine and refined bismuth with 71% and 
81% of the world total respectively. 

 

Table 3. World refinery production of bismuth, 2010-2011 (metric tons of bis-

muth content) 

Country 2010 2011 

Belgium   

Canada   

China   

Japan   

Mexico   

Peru   

Other countries   

 World total (rounded)   

 

Figure 3. Structure of refinery production of bismuth, by country, 2011 
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1.3. Bismuth Prices 

 

The price of bismuth started 2011 at $... 

 

Table 4. Price for Bismuth, domestic dealer, year average, 2006-2011 (USD/LB) 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

      

 

Figure 4. Price trend for Bismuth Ingot 99,99%, FOB USA Warehouse, 2006-

2011 (USD/LB) 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. Price trend for Bismuth 99,9%, Ingots, CIF Warehouse Rotterdam, 

2007-2011 (USD/LB) 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6. Price trend for Bismuth 99,99%, China Domestic Market, 2008-2011 
(USD/LB) 
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5.2. Japan 

 

In 2011 mine production of bismuth in Japan was estimated to be 000 metric tons of bis-

muth content.  

Refinery production in 2011 was to 000 metric tons of bismuth content. 

 

Table 5. Bismuth production and consumption in Japan, 2006-2011 (metric 
tons of bismuth content) 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Production       

Mine       

Refinery       

Consumption       

 

Figure 7. Bismuth production and consumption trends in Japan, 2006-2011 

(metric tons of bismuth content) 

 

 

 

 

Table 6. Export and import of Bismuth in Japan, 2006-2011 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Export, 

thousand $       

Export, tons       

Import, 

thousand $       

Import, tons       

Trade balance, 

tons       

Figure 8. Export and import dynamics of Bismuth in Japan in 2006-2011, tons 

 

 

 

Figure 9. Trade balance of Bismuth in Japan in 2006-2011, tons 
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Table 7. Structure of Bismuth export by country in Japan in 2010-2011  

Period / 

Japan - Partner 
Trade value, $ Net weight, kg 

Average price, 
$/kg 

Country share,% 

2010 

total 

including: 

   

 

Rep. of Korea     

China     

Viet Nam     

China, Hong Kong 
SAR     

USA     

India     

Malaysia     

Other Asia, nes     

France     

Thailand     

2011 

total 

including: 

   

 

Rep. of Korea     

China     

Viet Nam     

China, Hong Kong 
SAR     

Philippines     

Thailand     

India     

Other Asia, nes     

Malaysia     

Indonesia     
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Table 8. Structure of Bismuth import by country in Japan in 2010-2011  

Period / 

Japan - Partner 
Trade value, $ Net weight, kg 

Average price, 
$/kg 

Country share,% 

2010 

total 

including: 

   

 

China     

Rep. of Korea     

Mexico     

Belgium     

USA     

United Kingdom     

2011 

total 

including: 

   

 

China     

Rep. of Korea     

USA     

Belgium     

 

 

 

 


